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A fresh, creative look at the underlying meaning of the Gospels that stresses the many dimensions

of God's relationship to humanity.
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When I took a class in "Christian Mythopoeic authors" I had to give a presentation on an author not

discussed in the class. I presented on Frederick Buechner. My focus was on his novel, On the Road

with the Archangel. While preparing for this, I found myself reading seven of his other books. Once I

picked him up, it was hard to put him down. One of the books that I read was Telling the Truth. I

have recently had the pleasure of re-reading it.Buechner is a shameless recycler of themes and

material (King Lear references are found almost everywhere in his writings). Most of his books don't

even break one hundred pages. Still, I'd rather sort through Buechner's recyclables than the seven

course meals of a lot of other writers.Telling the Truth is the printed form of lectures Buechner gave

on what it means to preach the gospel. He argues that the gospel must be presented in terms of

tragedy, comedy, and fairy tale.The gospel is tragedy because life can be exceedingly dark. We

spend so much time trying to pretend, and sometimes believing that everything is fine and dandy.

Yet sin is real and it causes death. We all live under the horror of a death sentence that will not be

commuted. We live in the valley of the shadow of death. To try and deny this is not to preach but to

play games. Too many Christ-followers try to skip over this integral part of life.The picture Buechner

paints of Jesus' silence before Pilate is jarring. It makes me uncomfortable. It must have freaked



Pilate out too. This silence and the silence before the preacher speaks are the personification of

what the tragedy of the Gospel is. We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. The wage

of this "missing of the mark" is death.
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